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1 Samuel Outline 
 
 
I. The prophet Samuel (1:1-8:22) 

A. Samuel’s birth and dedication (1:1-2:11) 
1. Samuel’s parents (1:1-1:3) 
2. Hannah’s distress (1:4-8) 
3. Hannah’s vow (1:9-18) 
4. Samuel’s birth (1:19-23) 
5. Samuel’s dedication (1:24-2:11) 

B. Samuel’s call as a prophet (2:12-3:21) 
1. Eli’s wicked sons (2:12-17) 
2. Samuel’s godly growth (2:18-26) 
3. Prophecy of the man of God (2:27-36) 
4. Samuel’s call (3:1-21) 

C. Divine judgment of Israel’s sin (4:1-7:17) 
1. Israel’s struggle against the Philistines (4:1-2) 
2. Israel’s idolatrous solution (4:3-9) 
3. Israel loses the ark of the covenant (4:10-11) 
4. Eli dies of shock (4:12-18) 
5. Phinehas’ wife bears a child (4:19-22) 
6. The ark in the Philistine camp (5:1-12) 

a. Dagon’s humiliation (5:1-5) 
b. The Philistine’s judgment (5:6-12) 

7. Return of the ark to Israel (6:1-7:2) 
a. Sending away (6:1-18) 
b. The Bethshemesh judgment (6:19-20) 
c. The ark in Kirjathjearim (6:21-7:2) 

8. Samuel’s call to repentance (7:3-17) 
a. Israel’s repentance (7:3-6) 
b. Divine deliverance of the LORD (7:7-17) 

D. The call for a king (8:1-22) 
1. Samuel’s poor legacy (8:1-4) 
2. The demand for a king (8:5-22) 

II. King Saul (9:1-15:35) 
A. The anointing of Saul (9:1-10:27) 

1. Saul vainly searches for his father’s sheep (9:1-5) 
2. Saul consults the prophet Samuel (9:6-14) 
3. Saul communes with Samuel (9:15-27) 
4. Samuel anoints Saul king (10:1-8) 
5. Saul receives a “new heart” (10:9-16) 
6. Saul is named king (10:17-27) 

B. Saul’s reign begins (11:1-15) 
1. Ammonite attack (11:1-3) 
2. Saul’s deliverance (11:4-11) 
3. Renewal of the kingdom (11:12-15) 

C. Samuel’s address (12:1-25) 
1. Personal defense (12:1-5) 
2. Condemnation against Israel’s rebellion (12:6-13) 
3. Exhortation unto obedience (12:14-25) 

D. Campaign of Saul against the Philistines (13:1-14:52) 
1. Distress of Israel (13:1-7) 
2. Saul impatiently sacrifices before the LORD (13:8-10) 
3. Saul’s house rejected because of his sin (13:11-16) 
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4. Jonathan’s divine deliverance (13:17-14:23) 
5. Jonathan’s ignorant disobedience of the king (14:24-30) 
6. The people spoil the Philistines (14:31-35) 
7. Jonathan’s sin discovered (14:36-46) 
8. Summary (14:47-52) 

E. Campaign of Saul against Amalek (15:1-35) 
1. God’s commission to completely destroy Amalek (15:1-5) 
2. Saul’s partial obedience (15:6-9) 
3. God’s rejection of Saul for his rebellion (15:10-35) 

III. King David (16:1-31:13) 
A. The anointing of David (16:1-23) 

1. Samuel anoints David with oil (16:1-13) 
2. The Spirit of the LORD departs from Saul (16:14-18) 
3. David is called to play before Saul (16:19-23) 

B. David and Goliath (17:1-58) 
1. The battle against the Philistines (17:1-3) 
2. Philistia’s champion defies the LORD (17:4-11) 
3. David sent to his brethren on the battlefield (17:12-29) 
4. David volunteers to fight Goliath before the LORD (17:30-37) 
5. David defeats Goliath (17:38-58) 

C. David in the court of Saul (18:1-19:17) 
1. The friendship of David and Jonathan (18:1-4) 
2. Saul’s jealousy of David’s success (18:5-19:17) 

a. The beginning of Saul’s jealousy (18:5-9) 
b. Saul attempts to kill David (18:10-11) 
c. David’s wisdom (18:12-16) 
d. Saul attempts to snare David with his daughter Michal (18:17-27) 
e. Saul’s fear of David grows (18:28-30) 
f. Jonathan defends David (19:1-7) 
g. Saul attempts to kill David again (19:8-11) 
h. Michal rescues David from Saul (19:12-17) 

D. David flees for his life (19:18-22:23) 
1. David flees to Samuel in Ramah (19:18-24) 
2. David and Jonathan ascertain Saul’s murderous intent (20:1-40) 
3. David flees to Ahimelech the priest (20:41-21:10) 

a. Ahimelech gives David of the shewbread to eat (21:1-6) 
b. Ahimelech gives David the sword of Goliath (21:7-10) 

4. David feigns mad before Achish king of Gath (21:11-15) 
5. David flees to the cave of Adullam and picks up 400 men (22:1-2) 
6. David flees to Mizpeh of Moab (22:3-5) 
7. David departs into the forest of Hareth (22:6) 
8. Doeg betrays Ahimelech’s help to David (22:7-23) 

a. Doeg reports Ahimelech to Saul (22:7-10) 
b. Doeg slaughters Ahimelech and the priests (22:11-19) 
c. Abiathar reveals Doeg’s evil to David (22:20-23) 

E. David on the run (23:1-24:22) 
1. David delivers Keilah from the Philistines (23:1-13) 
2. Jonathan encourages David (23:14-18) 
3. Ziph unsuccessfully delivers David to Saul (23:19-26) 
4. Saul Pursues David in Engedi (23:27-24:22) 

a. David spares Saul’s life (23:27-24:8) 
b. David appeals to Saul’s mercy (24:9-15) 
c. Saul appeals to David for his posterity (24:16-22) 

F. David and Nabal (25:1-44) 
1. Samuel dies (25:1) 
2. Introduction to Nabal (25:2-3) 
3. David protects Nabal’s shepherds (25:4-9) 
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4. Nabal refuses to recompense David’s kindness (25:10-13) 
5. Abigail intercedes for Nabal (25:14-35) 
6. Nabal dies (25:36-38) 
7. David takes Abigail to wife (25:39-44) 

G. David in Saul’s camp (26:1-25) 
1. David spares Saul’s life (26:1-13) 
2. David appeals to Saul’s mercy (26:14-20) 
3. Saul blesses David (26:21-25) 

H.David and Achish (27:1-31:13) 
1. David is given Ziklag (27:1-7) 
2. David subtly smites the land (27:8-12) 
3. Achish asks David to fight with Philistia against Israel (28:1-2) 
4. Saul, in fear, consults with familiar spirits (28:3-25) 
5. The Philistines refuse to fight alongside David (29:1-11) 
6. David returns to find Ziklag pillaged (30:1-31) 

a. David ascertains what happened (30:1-15) 
b. David recovers all that was taken (30:16-20) 
c. David shares the spoils among all the men and among Israel (30:21-31) 

7. The death of Saul (31:1-13) 
a. Saul falls in battle (31:1-6) 
b. The Philistines rejoice over their enemies (31:7-13)  
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